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iji  ;.,.  cuiJaucc  witli  the  ajjourmnent  oC  the,  last  Legislative 

Assembly,  wc  have  met  J'or  tho",  first  time  in  the  Capitol,  ,iii 
rooms  oj;cc;tcii  for  Legislative  purposes  at  the  scat  of  govern- 
ment, yiis  part  ot  the  comeRiplated  State  House,  bciug  tho 
south  wing  only,  though  it  inay  ivnswcr  for  the  pi-csent,  has  not 
those  conveniences  and  that  spaciousness ^ and  beauty  which  will 
be  connected  with  the  buiidbig,  when  Iinii-hcd  in  accordance  with 
the  original  design.  Dow  far  this  may  be  accomplished  through 
the  aid  of  the  Cencral  Government  I  do  not  kjjow-,  but  presume 
that  it  will  make  still  fui-ther  appropriations  jor  that  object,  a." 
the  present  investment  is  upwards  o I;  ^12,000  in  excess  of  the 
amount  Oippropriated.  Until  further  Jjjtlj-is  6,xtcnded  by  Con- 
gress, this  excess  should  be  assumed  and  paid  by  the  Territory, 
since  it  is  manifestly  unjust  that  the  contractors,  and  others  who 
have  expended  their  means  and  l^b<)r  f^>r  this  purpose,  should 
be 'obliged  to  wait  the  uncertain  p'cviod  oi  further  appropriations, 
though  the  Territory  would,  probably,  iW ;  reimbursed  at,  spme 
future  time  j  ;       ,      .     , .     J  nw 

We  are  asjemblod  for  the  purpos)^  of  considering  the  uflCuirs 
of  our  3'onng  and  (hriving  Tcn-itorv,  and  of  framing  su^M  laws, 


lingtOB,  and  the  Territoriiil  Surveyor  General,  Jesbe  W.  Fox, 
where  it  crosses  the  Mahide,  and,  by  Prof.  Pratt  and  Surveyor 
General  Fox,  where  it  crosses  Green  river  and  the  emigrant  road 
east  of  the  last  named  stream.  There  was  no  accompanying 
party  from  Oregon,  in  either  ot  the  above  cases,  as  the  informa- 
tion was  mainly  desiraljle  for  determining  the  jurisdiction  of 
this  Territory  at  points  whore  Oregon  liad  no  settlements  within 
lumdreds  of  miles. 

The  revenue,  as  appears  from  the  Auditor's  Report,  which, 
with  the  Territorial  Treasurer's  Report,  I  herewith  take  great 
pleasure  in  submitting,  for  the  cuiTent  fiscal  y*ar  amounts  to 
§17,348.87,  showing  an  increase,  over  last  year,  of  $10,962,50. 

This  arises  from  an  increase  of  property,  and  a  higher  per 
cent,  assessed  by  the  last  Legislative  Assembly.  The  total 
amount  of  increase,  as  assessed,  is  $01.5,295,  being  over  a  third 
more  than  during  years  previous.  There  appears  to  have  been 
Auditor's  warrants  in  circulation  amountinsr  to  $28,401.28 

of  which  "  11,223.57 


ha«  been  redeemed  at  the  troasui'V,   leaving  as 

balance  still  in  circulation  $12,177.71 

Of  the  cm-rent  year's  assessment  $6,279.10  has 

been  received,  leaving  a  delinquency  of  $11,069.77 

Which  shows,  if  it  were   all    collected,  an  in- 
debtedness of  $1,107.94 
depending  on  futm-c  assessments  for  payment. 

By  the  foregoing  statement,  it  appeai-s  that  the  Territory  is 
running  a  trifle  in  debt,  still  I  do  not  presume  that  it  will  be 
necessary  to  increase  the  assessment  of  last  year.  I  deem  this' 
situation  of  the  finances  attributable  to  the  li*ht  assessment  of 
the  previous  year,  it  being,  for  the  whole  Territory,  only 
$0,386. 31,  at  one  half  the  present  rate. 

The  effects  of  this  small  assessment  were  not  felt  at  the  time/," 
as  the  reports  show  $2,118.28  more  collected  dm-ing  that  year 
than  in  this.  Of  last  year's  assessment  $3,004.81  have  been 
paid  during  this,  'A,  is  therefore  obvious  that  almost  the  entire 
amount  of  the  receipts  at  the  ti-easury,  for  the  year  1854,  came 
from  former  assessments,  hence  it  follows  that  if  the  assessment 
of  that  year  had  boon  k"pt  g""d,  there  w^uld  now  have  been  no 
i'allins  off. 


Payments  for  tUe  suppressiim  of:  Indian  hostilities  h^ye  .been 
made  at  the  Tithiiig  Office,  -which  accounts  for  tlio  eti!!r?es''of 
issues  to  that  ofiice  in  the  Auditor's  re2)ort.  ,''.;. .   ,' 

It  will  also  be  seen  that  a  large  portion  of  these  issues  have 
been  redeemed  at  the  treasury;  the  unadjusted  accounts  and 
wai  rants  on  hand  will  liquidate  the  balance.  , 

Since  it  is  not  to  the  payment  of  fees  and  salaries  that  the 
revenue  of  the  Territory  is  devoted,  but  to  public  improvements 
and  the  developcnicut  of  the  country,  tlie  people  should  fee! 
willing  to  promptly  pay  their  taxes,  inasmuch  as  they  direptly, 
and  almost  immediately,  receive  the  benefits  thereof."  _  }\^ ,  .,^( 

It  has  been  proposed  to  open  new  channels  of  commimicatiaij 
with  this  Territory  from  the  east  through  the  tributaries  of-  the 
Missouri,  and  from  the  south  byway  of  the  Colorado.  Doubtless 
boats,  built  expressly  for  the  purpose,  will  be  able  to  approach 
our  settlements  many  hundred  miles  nearer  than  at,  present. 
Should  it  be  in  your  power,  by  chartering  companies  or  vender- 
ing  other  encouragement,  to  further  any  such  enterprise,  you 
v.'ill  meet  with  my  most  hearty  co-operation;  I  certainljjr 
deem  it  a  subject  worthy  of  your  consideration.  •     _, 

Educational  interests  have  flourished  hitherto,  with  but  little 
aid  or  encouragement  from  the  Legislative  Assembly.  Should 
not  this  subject  be  taken  under  advisement  by  this  Legislature, 
and  some  well  organized  system  be  adopted,  which  will  confer 
the  blessings  of  at  least  a  cominou  education  upon  cve^y  child, 
rich  or  poor,  bond  or  free,  in  the  Territory,  and  which  will 
establish  and  keep  in  operation  at  least  one  school  where  the 
higher  branches  arc  taught? 

I  am  aware  that  much  has  already  been  done  and  great  goud 
cfTccted,  by  private  enterprize,  throughout  the  settlements  gen- 
erally. Though  I  am  sanguine  that  no  Territory,  so  young  as 
this,  can  boast  of  so  many  or  so  good  school  houses  and  schools, 
still  there  is  a  lack,  much  remains  to  be  done.  The  Legislature 
has  appropriated  comparatively  nothing  for  this  object,  and  the, 
appropriations  of  land  by  the  General  Government  arc  atpresent^ 
and  a  great  share  always  will  be,  entirely  unavailable.  -i    . 

None  arc  so  much  interested  in  this  matter  as  ourselves,  it 
would  therefore  seem  to  be  almost  imperative  upon  this  Assembly 
to  extend  their  most  reliable  aid  and  influence  for  the  prqi^ttoii 
of  Iciirning.     And  now,  while  we  have  peaije  and  n|niet»CJ3^i\.all 
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JValousiG^  ani  sectional  di visions  and  afisunions,.!wlucli  v.wjV'^fi 
life,  leading  on  to  distress,  perplexity  and  often  sanguinary  vaf, 
in  place  oE  peace,  confidence,  union  and  devotion  to  tlic  best  lii-, 
t<?Tests  of  our .  common,  country.  What  remain^?,  Naught,, 
naught  but  to  apply  tlie  torch,  and  witness  tlie  terrible  conilagrp.- 
tion°  To  attain  this  ignoble  consummation,  hundre<k, ,  vea, 
thousands  are  stretching  forth  with  frenzied,  maddened  7,.>al  tc}. 
be  foremost  in  bringing  to  pass  the  direful  tragedy.  ,,, 

Abroail,  the  struggle  for  freedom  is  hushed  by  the  loud  roar 
of  magnificent  war.  Nations  are  contending  for  a  ^gory  he^ 
suo-acsting,  at  least,  to  the  quiet  observer  to  keep  aloof  from  th« 
dis°tracting  questions  and  controversies  of  the  day,  which  so  agi;, 
tate  comniunitics  and  subvert  the  peace  and  quietude  ,of  ncigli,-'. 
borhoods,  let  whatsoever  political  de^ago^ue  seek  to  embroil  hiji^, 

therein.  '    ,.    ,  ■...,,_.  , 

Be  it  our  aim  so  to  direct  our  political  affairs  as  to  promote, 
union,  integrity,  prosperity  and  indopemience  to  tlie  Territory, 
industry,  knowledge  and  truth  to  the  people,  thus  shall  we  secure 
to  ourselves  peace  and  freedom,  and  transmit  to  our  children 
those  free  institutions  whidi  we  receiyedjas  'a  riph,  legacy,  froi^ 
oui"  fathers. 


BRIGHAM  YOUNG. 


Executive  Department,  ^U/;  lo  '■•■ 
Fillmore  City^  Dec.  11,  1855. 
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